
Syllabus of the training module at the university level 
 

Name of the Faculty Faculty of Medicine, Jagiellonian University Medical College 

Name of the unit conducting the module Faculty of Health Sciences 
Institute of Nursing and Midwifery 
Department of Philosophy and Bioethics 

Name of the training module Ethics in Medicine 

  

Module code  

Language of training English 

Education effects for the training module D.W13. know sand understand the main concepts, theories, 
principles and rules of ethics which serve as a general framework for 
the proper interpretation and analysis of moral and medical issues; 

D.W14. knows the principles of altruism and clinical responsibility 
and understands the function principles of the therapeutic team; 

D.U12. observe the ethical standards of professional activities; 

D.U13. has the ability to recognize the ethical dimensions of medical 
decisions and distinguish between factual of normative aspects; 

Type of training module 
(mandatory/facultative) 

Mandatory 

Year of study 2-6 

Semester 3 

Name of the person leading the module Zbigniew Zalewski MD, Weronika Chańska MD, Marcin Waligóra MD 

Name of the person examining or 
granting a credit if it is not the person 
conducting the module 

 

Methods of performance Seminars 

Initial and additional requirements none 

Type and number of class hours that 
require direct involvement both teacher 
and students, when such activities are 
provided for the module 

20 hours – seminars 

Number of ECTS credits allocated to the 
module 

1 

Balance of ECTS points Participation in seminars, the ability to analyze ethical 
argumentation and its application to solving morally controversial 
cases  

Teaching methods applied Seminars - analysis of problems based on selected philosophical 
texts, discussions on key concepts and ethical values, case studies, 
papers on topics chosen by students 

Methods for testing and evaluation 
criteria for learning outcomes achieved 
by students 

grading, presentation 

Form and conditions for module passing, 
including the rules of admission to the 
exam, pass, and the form and condition 
for completion of the various activities 
within the scope of the module 

Passing essay 

Training module content 1. Why does medicine needs ethics? Moral traditions of medicine 
and contemporary medical practice 

2. Basic concepts and theories of moral philosophy and main 
approaches to medical ethics 

3. Human beings, persons, human dignity and the value of life 
4. The problem of patient’s autonomy – it’s sources, extent and 

limitations 
5. Ethics at the beginning of human life: abortion and assisted 

procreation as moral problems 
6. Moral significance of new medical technologies 

(transplantations, techno-modifications of human body) 
7. Ethics at the end of life: moral debates on intensive and 

palliative care, and on euthanasia 
8. Ethical framework of experimentation on human beings and the 



limits of scientific progress 
9. Justice in healthcare – moral dimensions of medical economy 
10. The physician and the patient – whom they are in clinical 

encounter nowadays? 
Basic and supplementary bibliography to 
complete the module 

see booklist 

Dimension, principles and form of 
awarded for practice when the training 
program provides practice 

n/a 

 

 


